16  PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
and Ruwenzori in Africa, lately explored and ascended by H.R.H. the Duke of the Abruzzi. Both tower high above the level of the regions in which they stand, and both are compact, circumscribed massifs culminating in several peaks of. nearly equal height. The Nun Kun, however, is larger, occupying a square with a side five miles longer than that occupied by Ruwenzori* Its central peaks are much steeper, more broken and ice covered, and attain altitudes 6000 feet higher than those of that massif, and its glaciers are far larger, more complex, and more perfectly developed. Although situated in a fairly well-known region, the valleys around it having for years been visited by sportsmen and somewhat by travellers, its height and inaccessibility had rendered its higher parts, up to the time of our expedition, secure from intrusion. In 1899 Major Lucas attempted with Gurkhas to climb some of the rough lower slopes bordering the Ganri glacier, but did not get very far* Shortly afterward Major the Hon. C. G. Bruce made his way over the heights west of the Nun Kun to the Bhot Kol glacier, but made no attempt on the Nun Kun itself. Sportsmen have occasionally entered